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A Scientific Investigation:

“Crossing Over with John Edward”

How well does he do?

In the following table, write the statement that John Edward makes about the audience member’s dead relative, and in the right-hand column, put “Yes” if he is right, and “No” if he is not TOLD he is right.  If the audience member does not tell him he is correct, put “No.”  Take care to listen to what the audience member tells John Edward—very often, they tell him he is right, but then add things that make it clear that he was NOT really right after all.
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Results

Now you need to take your DATA—that is, the numbers you’ve just collected—and see if they mean anything.

First, count the number of statements that John Edward made during the show.  Put that number on the line provided here:

Number of statements Edward made:  ________  (A)

Next, count the number of “Yes” responses that John Edward received from his audience.  Remember, “Yes” means that the audience confirmed that John Edward was exactly correct in what he said.  If he said “Tom is your father” and the audience said “Tom is my brother” that’s not a “Yes”!  That’s a NO!

Write the number of “Yes” responses on the line provided here:  ________  (B)

Now, divide the second number into the first number.  That is, take your “Yes” number and divide it by your “statements” number.

The number you get is the PERCENT CORRECT that John Edward got during that show.  Write this number on the line provided here:

(B) number divided by (A) number = Percent Correct:  ___________

TURN THE PAGE TO BEGIN ANALYZING YOUR RESULTS!

Analysis:  This is where you look for meaning in your results.
1.
If I toss a coin in the air and call “Heads,” what percent of the time am I likely to get it right?

2.
How does John Edward’s ability to talk with the dead compare to tossing a coin? Better or worse?  How much better or worse?

3.
The gambling casinos in Las Vegas and Atlantic City make a lot of money.  In fact, casinos pay out about 82 cents for every dollar that people spend gambling (In other words, when you bet a dollar, you only get 82 cents back).  What percent of the money spent in casinos is paid out?

4.
How does John Edward’s ability to talk with the dead compare to gambling in a casino?  Better or worse?  How much better or worse?

5.
What is the lowest percent grade that your parents would be happy with on one of your tests?

6.
How does John Edward’s ability to talk with the dead compare with the lowest test grade your parents would be happy with?  Better or worse?  How much better or worse?

7.
If a car’s safety rating was the same as John Edward’s “right” percentage, would you feel safe riding in it?  Why or why not?

8.
Suppose I am the pitcher in a baseball game, and you are up to bat.  If I throw wild, the ball will hit you, possibly causing you serious injury.  If my “good” pitches were the same percent as John Edward’s “good” predictions on his show, do you feel safe at bat?  Why or why not?

9.
A friend offers to help you study for an important test.  Your friend is right about this subject as often as John Edward is right about dead people.  Is your friend a good choice for a study partner?  Why or why not?

10.
Questions 1-9 are all ANALOGIES designed to help you compare John Edward’s predictions to other things you do in real life.  Use the space below to write your own ANALOGY for John Edward’s success rate with speaking to the dead.
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